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University of Stirling MSc TESOL (Online) Scholarships
Frequently asked questions

1. Who is eligible to apply for an MSc TESOL (Online) scholarship?
The scholarships are intended for experienced teachers or teacher educators (trainers) of English who are working in the government education sector in Bangladesh, India or Sri Lanka.
Key eligibility requirements include:
· Actively working in or directly with the government education sector, with a focus on English language teaching.
· Applicants must have at least two years full-time English language teaching experience.
· Applicants must meet the academic requirements to gain entry onto the MSc TESOL (Online) course (a minimum of a second class Honours degree or equivalent in a relevant subject).
· Applicants must demonstrate plans to contribute to the development of English language teaching in their country after graduation.
Other eligibility considerations:
· Applicants working only in private schools or private universities are not eligible.
· Applicants must currently be active in English language teaching. Temporary leave (e.g., parental leave) is acceptable if the applicant will return to their role. Teachers and teacher educators not working in the English language teaching sector are not eligible. 
· Applicants may apply if they already hold a master’s degree, but preference will be given to those who do not already have a master’s degree in English language teaching or a closely related field.
· Applicants who are currently undertaking an MA, MSc, MPhil or another master’s degree may still apply. However, the feasibility of managing the additional workload will need to be considered, and preference will be given to applicants who do not already hold a master’s qualification in English language teaching (ELT).
· Applicants who have completed all bachelor’s degree course requirements but have not yet formally graduated may receive a conditional offer from the University of Stirling, subject to providing evidence of the final award once it is confirmed. However, they will need to be experienced English language teachers in order to apply for the scholarship.
· Applicants with degrees in other subjects may apply if they are experienced English teachers or teacher educators (trainers) in the government sector.
· Citizens of Bangladesh, India or Sri Lanka who are residing outside of Bangladesh, India or Sri Lanka are not eligible, as the aim is to apply the learning within their home country’s government education system.
· There are no age restrictions for applying for the scholarship or the MSc TESOL (Online) scholarship.
· University faculty members employed by a government university whose role involves preparing and supporting future teachers in the field of English language teaching are eligible to apply.
For further details on eligibility requirements, potential applicants can refer to the Eligibility section of the University of Stirling MSc TESOL (Online) Scholarships 2026 webpage.

2. Do I need to have a passport in order to apply?
· Applicants must be permanent residents of Bangladesh, India or Sri Lanka and able to obtain a passport from one of these three countries in time for the UK study visit in the summer of 2027.
· Applicants do not need to possess a passport at the time of application.

3. What are the application steps, deadlines, and selection process?
The application process consists of two main steps:
1. Apply for the course
Applicants must first apply for the MSc TESOL (Online) part-time programme starting September 2026.
2. Apply for the scholarship
Only applicants who have secured an offer for the MSc TESOL (Online) course can submit a scholarship application.
[bookmark: _Hlk224136815]Receiving an offer for the MSc TESOL (Online) course does not guarantee a scholarship, as the scholarship selection process is separate and competitive.
If an applicant receives an offer for the course but is not selected for a scholarship, they are not obliged to take the course.
Important deadlines and timeline:
Scholarship application deadline: 30 April 2026.
Applicants are advised to submit the course application by around 10 April to allow time to receive an offer before applying for the scholarship. 
Selection outcomes are expected by the end of June 2026.
Applicants selected for the scholarship must meet any outstanding conditions (such as English language requirements) by 31 July 2026.
The course begins in September 2026 and will run until March 2029.

4. What documents and references are required for the application?
For the course application, applicants typically need to submit:
· Degree certificates and transcripts
· CV outlining professional and educational experience
· Personal statement
· English language proficiency score (only if the applicant has already taken an English language test. If not, see section 5 below).
Additional considerations:
· Applicants should provide bachelor’s degree certificates and transcripts (and master’s if applicable).
· Scans or pictures of documents are acceptable.

5. What are the English language requirements and accepted tests?
Applicants must meet the English language requirements specified by the University of Stirling.
· Applicants do not need to provide an English language test certificate at the time of making the scholarship application. If selected for the scholarship, applicants must submit proof of meeting the English language requirement by 31 July 2026.
· Scholarship awardees are eligible to be reimbursed for cost of one successful and valid language test from the list of tests accepted by the University of Stirling, provided that the scores meet the entry requirements for the MSc TESOL (Online). Accepted tests are listed on the University of Stirling English language requirements webpage. 
· CELTA is not accepted as proof of English proficiency because it is a teaching qualification rather than a language test.
· A letter from a university confirming English proficiency is not sufficient as proof.

6. What is the structure, duration and outcomes of the programme?
The MSc TESOL (Online) programme offered through the scholarship is:
· A part-time online programme lasting up to 30 months. 
· Students will continue working in their home countries while studying online. 
[bookmark: _Hlk224139335]The scholarship includes full tuition fees and a two-week academic study visit to the UK during the programme, expected to take place in the summer of 2027. Travel, on-campus accommodation, and a limited stipend during the visit are covered.
If a scholar is unable to travel to the UK due to unforeseen circumstances, this will not affect their ability to complete the programme, as the assessed modules of the course are delivered online.
[bookmark: _Hlk224138408]Additional course related details:
The programme includes four semesters of taught modules followed by a dissertation period.
Tutor support and online sessions are available throughout the programme.
The final six months are dedicated to completing an independent dissertation research project under academic supervision.
Scholarship programme objectives:
· The scholarships aim to strengthen English language teaching in government education systems in Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka.
· Scholars are expected to apply their learning to support teacher development and make a significant contribution to the development of English language teaching in their home countries after completing the programme. 
Scholar responsibilities and engagement:
· Scholars are expected to engage with activities organised by the British Council during and after their studies.
· Scholars are expected to participate in the British Council’s global alumni network and the English Language Teaching Scholars’ alumni community.
· Scholars may also be asked to participate in communications or promotional activities related to the scholarship programme.

7. Who can I contact if I have questions?
Please contact Dr Viola Wiegand: viola.wiegand@stir.ac.uk
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