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The sale of books by auction in Europe has a long history stretching back to the later middle ages.  As Laura Cruz has shown, the practice was formalised at the end of the sixteenth century by Dutch booksellers who were the first to print "book-sale catalogues for auctioning secondhand books", thereby inaugurating the "modern" book auction (Cruz 2007, 2).  The innovations of these early auctioneers, such as the Leiden bookseller Louis Elsevier, were wildly successful with numbers of surviving Dutch auction catalogues rising to over a hundred a decade by the 1660s (Jagersma 2021, 93; Cruz 2007, 3-4).  The practice rapidly spread across Europe, reaching the British Isles in 1676 with the sale of the library of the clergyman Lazarus Seaman in London (Alston 2010, 1. 43).  Giles Mandelbrote has traced the subsequent evolution of the book auction in seventeenth-century England, noting that from the 1680s onwards auctions involved not only the disposal of "splendid collections and learned libraries", but also "of unwanted stock and unsaleable books in a climate of financial instability" (Mandelbrote 2001, 20).	Comment by Daryl Green: in Scotland? Or Europe? Feels like this opener needs a qualifier
	Scots were well aware of these developments in the book trade.  Writing to John Hay, 2nd Earl (later 1st Marquess) of Tweeddale on 13 May 1678, James Fall could advise him to employ the Utrecht-based Alexander Cunningham to purchase books at Dutch auctions - "This I think will be both the cheapest way and the best way to have what your Lordship wants" - but warned him that "I have sometymes seen a book go dearer away at an Auction then I could have had it from the first hand", a complaint which was being echoed by actors in the English book market at this time as well (Simpson 1987-89, 8).[footnoteRef:1]  Cunningham would go on to become one of the major Scottish agents active in the Dutch auction market and the supplier for leading collectors such as Andrew Fletcher of Saltoun and Charles Spencer, 3rd Earl of Sunderland (Baston 2016, 109-112).  A few years later, in 1683, the curators of the newly-established Advocates Library in Edinburgh sent William Livingston to Utrecht to buy for them at the sale of the Dutch pastor Cornelis van der Vliet.  He performed his duty with vigour and a record, both of his successes and failures, survives in an annotated copy of the sale catalogue now in the National Library of Scotland (Catalogus 1683; cf. Townley 1990, 11-12; Hillyard 1989, 24).   [1:  For a contemporary English complaint, by the London bookseller Robert Clavell, that auctions led to situations where buyers "out-bid one another and run 10 or 12 s. in 30 beyond the Price in Shops, sometimes more", see Mandelbrote 2001, 15. ] 

	We should therefore be unsurprised to see the practice of book auction finding its way into the Scottish book trade itself.  The first surviving Scottish auction catalogue, which survives in a unique copy in the Abbotsford Library, records the sale of 602 lots at an auction off the Lawnmarket on 10 March 1686 "and the days following" between 9 and 11am and 3 to 5pm; Charmingly, the final lot is “Best things reserved till last. Lond. 1665" (Catalogue of Several Excellent and Curious Books 1686).  This is the earliest of seventeen Scottish auction catalogues which have survived from the period between 1686 and 1707 (see figure one).  These auctions were generally handled by one or more booksellers, were publicly advertised both by printed catalogues and outdoor placards, and tended to consist of between several hundred and several thousand lots (for the use of advertising placards see Fox 2020, 266).  The lots in the thirteen catalogues which could be examined total 16,368, though as some lots contained multiple books the actual number of bound or stitched volumes is somewhat larger.


1

	No.
	Title
	ESTC No.
	Date[footnoteRef:2] [2:  In most instances this is the first day of the auction, which title pages generally indicate will continue on the "days following" until the books are sold.] 

	Location 
	Catalogues to be had from
	Number of Lots
	Surviving Copies	Comment by Daryl Green: Surviving copies can be found with the ESTC number, suggest removing this column	Comment by Kelsey Williams: Happy to do so.  The main point of including this column was to make it graphically clear how few survive.

	1
	Catalogue of Several Excellent and Curious Books, almost upon all Subjects; as Divinity, Historie, Law, Physick, Philosophie, &c. in several Languages
	R173593

	10 March 1686
	on the Southside of the Land Market, in the downermost Turnpike of the first Closs above the Sign of the Spread Eagle
	[not given]
	602
	Abbotsford Library (photocopy in NLS)

	2
	Catalogue of excellent and rare books, especially histories and romances, for the most part in English, and the variorums

	R171067
	12 Nov 1688
	on the south-side of the High-Street, a little above the Cross, being the Closs immediatly above the Fish-Mercat-Closs. in the head of the said Closs, on the left hand, where a placat will be on the gate
	[not given]
	*
	Private owner

	3
	A catalogue of excellent and rare books . . . Which was the library of Mr. William Annand late Dean of Edinburgh deceased

	R172317
	25 Feb 1690
	at Mr Charles Lumisden's Dwelling-house in Sir James Stuart's Closs opposite the Kirk-Style. 
	John Grierson's Shop upon the Right-hand as you go down the said Closs; and at Mr Lumisden's Shop
	752
	NLS H.35.d.1(3)

	4
	A catalogue of excellent and rare books, with many of the variorums in usum dolphini de aurati & alii
	R173588
	9 Jul 1690
	Sir James Stuart’s Close opposite the [——] Style, the second turnpick on the right as you go down . . . 
	John Grierson’s shop upon the right hand as you go down Sir James Stuart’s Close and Mr. Lumisden’s Shop in the Luckenbooths.
	1,597
	NLS H.35.d.1(6)

	5
	A catalogue of excellent and rare books . . . the library of the late Lord Dirltoun sometime Advocate to His Majesty deceased

	R171775
	24 Jul 1690
	“Pitcairlie’s Stone Land at the Cross, third Door of the Turnpyke on the Right-hand”  
	Mr. Charles Lumisden in the Locken-Booths
	468
	NLS H.32.a.13, H.35.d.1(1)

	6
	Catalogu[e] of excellent and rare books: of all sorts being the remainder of the deceast commissar Wishart
	R186766
	Mar 1693
	in the Parliament-closs, the highest story of the kirk-heugh stairs, where a placad will be affixed on the entry of the Stairs, and as ye enter the House. 
	Allexander [sic] Hendersons shop, book-seller at the Pursses in the Locken-booths
	*
	Private owner

	7
	A catalogue of books: being the apendix promised in the last catalogue
	R173582
	31 Mar 1693
	in the Parliament-Closs, the highest story of the Kirk Heugh stairs where a plad will be affixed on the Entry of the stairs and as ye entre the House.  
	Alexander Hendersons shop, Book-seller in the Locken-booths.
	494
	NLS H.32.e.48(1)

	8
	Bibliotheca Balfouriana, sive catalogus librorum, in quavis linguâ & facultate insignium illustris viri D. Andreæ Balfourii M.D. & equitis aurati
	R232412
	4 Feb 1695
	in ædibus Balfourianis
	[not given]
	3,511
	EUL, NLS, Oxford, RCPE (3), Harvard, Yale

	9
	A catalogue of books of all sorts, viz. divinity, law, physick, philosophy, anatomy, chirurgery, humanity, history, miscellaneous treatises, sermons, novels

	[Aldis Updated 3655.5; not in ESTC]
	2 Dec 1695
	*
	*
	*
	Known only from Christie’s sale, 30 May 1984, lot 136.

	10
	Bibliotheca Vemiana: or, a catalogue of the books of the late reverend and learned Dr. James Weems Principal of St. Leonard’s Colledge in St. Andrews
	R186367
	14 Feb 1697
	in Jackson’s Close on the North side of the High-Street, over against the East-end of the Court of Guard, the 2 Turnpike, where Placads [sic] shall be Affixt.  
	at the auction house, Charles Lumisdens shop, and the houses of Mr. David Freebairn and Mr. David Spence.
	1,223+[footnoteRef:3]	Comment by Marshall, Joseph: Suggest change the location of this footnote	Comment by Kelsey Williams: Sure.  To title cell perhaps? [3:  The unique copy is lacking an indeterminate number of pages after p. 32 (which ends with lot 1,223).  This must be at least one leaf, but could be more.] 

	NLS H.35.d.1(2)

	11
	A catalogue of curious manuscripts, being historical, political, theological, juridicial, physical, and philosophical, with some poets and orators, their writings, ancient and modern. Collected by Sir James Balfour
	R17341
	1698
	[not given]
	[not given]
	198
	BL, EUL, NLS (3), Oxford, Signet, Harvard (2)

	12
	Catalogus selectissimorum in quavis linguâ & facultate librorum, quorum maxima pars pertinebatad clarissimos fratres D.D. Balfourios, Jacobum, de Kinnaird, equitem, leonem, regum armorum: et Andream, Med. Doct. Equitem auratum
	R21994
	12 Jun 1699
	in Ædibus, in Vico vulgò dicto High Street, è Regione Templi Cathedralis. 
	D. And. Symson, & D. Hen. Knox, Bibliopolas Edinburgenses.
	2,949
	BL (2), Edinburgh Central Library, NLS (3), Oxford, RCPE

	13
	A Catalogue of books to be sold by auction
	R177262
	6 May 1700
	at Mr. David Freebairns Auction-House, on the north-side of the High-Street - next stair to the Ship Tavern
	[not given]
	964
	NLS

	14
	A catalogue of most exellent and curious new books
	N27965
	23 Jun 1701
	[not given]
	Catalogues may be had, at Mr. Henry Knox his shop
	*
	Folger Z999.K6 Cage

	15
	A catalogue of excellent and rare books, on all subjects, and in most languages
	T70928
	23 Mar 1702
	At the New Auction-House, on the north side of the street, over against the cross; where the advertisements will be affixed . . . 
	at the Auction-House, and at most of the book-sellers shops in Edinburgh.
	1,611
	BL 1494.aa.8.(1.)

	16
	A catalogue of excellent and rare books, on all subjects, and in most languages
	T70927
	27 Jul 1702[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Blank in letterpress, but date supplied in manuscript in the unique British Library copy.] 

	the New-Auction-House, on the North side of the Street, over against the Cross.  
	at the Auction-House, and at most of the Book-Sellers Shops in Edinburgh.

	593
	BL 1494.aa.8.(2.)

	17
	Catalogue Bibliothecæ Sibbaldianæ secundum scientias et artes digestus. Pars prima exhibens libros in omnibus scientiis & artibus selectos, tam compactos quam incompactos.
	T7929
	1707
	[not given]
	[not given]
	1,406
	BL, GUL (2), Oxford



	Figure One.  Surviving Scottish auction catalogues to 1707.  I was unable to examine nos. 2, 6, 9, and 14 in the course of preparing this chapter and have therefore been unable to provide complete data concering the number of lots, etc.  These unknown data are represented with a * in the table.	Comment by Marshall, Joseph: Put this at head of table	Comment by Marshall, Joseph: I find this surprising.  Surely the Folger could provide a copy of 14?  Who is the private owner for 2 and 6?	Comment by Kelsey Williams: See my e-mail in reply!
The men who ran these auctions at first appear to be ordinary, fairly undistinguished members of the Edinburgh book trade.  John Grierson was a printer at his marriage in 1682, Charles Lumisden was a bookseller as early as 1678, and Alexander Henderson is also attested as a bookseller from the 1690s onwards (SBTI, ss.n.; Lumisden was evidently in business by 15 April 1678 when John Lauder of Fountainhall records that he "bought . . . from Mr. Charles Lumsdean . . . six books" Lauder 1900, 296).  On closer inspection, a very different picture emerges.  Charles Lumisden, the first recorded Scottish book auctioneer (joint with Grierson) who played a role in at least four of the known auctions from this period (nos. 3-5 and 10) was no ordinary bookseller.  Instead, he was the son of Charles Lumisden, Minister of Duddingston, the grandson of the Jacobean manuscript collector of the same name, and had himself been sometime minister of Kirknewton in Midlothian, though what caused him to leave the ministry is unclear (Scott 1915-1961, 1. 151).  The Kirknewton kirk session minutes throw no light on his departure, though he does seem to have preached very little, even by the standards of the period (NRS CH2/412/2, pp. 29-33; for his collector grandfather see Jackson Williams, Stevenson, and Zachs 2022, 15-16, 500).  After the revolution settlement, his brother Andrew became a non-juring minister, subsequently bishop, and by the time catalogue no. 10 - significantly, the library of the late non-juring princpal of St. Leonard's College in St Andrews - was offered for sale Charles was collaborating with two other ejected Episcopal ministers, David Freebairn, formerly minister of Dunning, and David Spence, formerly minister of Kirkurd (Scott 1915-1961, 1.19; Bertie 2002, 45, 133).  These men, together with two other Episcopal ministers-turned-booksellers, Andrew Symson and Henry Knox, were the so-called "Killiecrankie Stationers" fulminated against by their Presbyterian counterparts and by the late 1690s seem to have had a monopoly on the Scottish auction trade; all catalogues with named auctioneers from 1697 onwards can be associated with this group of Episcopal ministers (Couper 1918, 106; Jackson Williams 2020, 260).  It is tempting to see the growth of the book auction market in Edinburgh as a specific economic response to the religious upheaval of the 1690s.
	Great care is needed, however, in drawing conclusions from the surviving catalogues.  As can be seen, twelve of the seventeen catalogues exist in only a single copy, a survival rate which should strongly suggest that many more catalogues have been entirely lost and that we are dealing with only a very fragmentary remnant of the total originally printed, a conclusion entirely in accordance with survival rates for ephemeral print in general. The fragility of these catalogues' existence is further emphasised when one realises that four of the seventeen survive in a single Sammelband, NLS H.35.d.1, a thick quarto consisting of twenty seventeenth-century Scottish and Dutch catalogues (also including the 1683 manuscript catalogue of the Advocates Library and the annotated 1683 catalogue of the van der Vliet library mentioned above), bound together early in the eighteenth century, perhaps within the Advocates Library itself, whose importance for understanding the early Scottish book trade is incalculable (see the discussion in Townley 1990, 11-13).  Accordingly, we should be cautious of reading too many patterns into what has survived and, indeed, we cannot even reliably estimate the frequency of book auctions during this period, though we may tentatively imagine them to have been relatively common occurrences.  Charles Lumisden could issue catalogues for auctions beginning within weeks of each other in July 1690 (nos. 4 and 5) while Alexander Henderson could follow one substantial catalogue with an "apendix" in the same month (nos. 6 and 7) and the New Auction House issued at least two catalogues in the spring and summer of 1702 (nos. 15 and 16).  These surviving clusters point to a density of auctions - predicated, we may assume, on a steady and significant demand - which may have seen many more books vended in this period than we now have evidence of.  A similar sense of the volume of books being sold by auction is gained from the advertisement at the end of Andrew Symson and Henry Knox's 1699 catalogue of part of the Balfour library:

A vast Collection of Pamphlets of all sorts . . . An exact Catalogue of them all, shall be fairly written against the fifth day of June 1699. to be perus'd at the said Auction-house, where the said Pamphlets both bound and unbound may be then seen, and thereafter in due time expos'd to Sale by way of Auction. Moreover, at the said Auction-house there may be had at reasonable rates, a large Collection of other rare Books, not contained in this Printed Catalogue; of which Books also there shall be then and there large and distinct Alphabetical Catalogues lying patent [i.e., open], whereby any that pleases may peruse the same (Catalogus selectissimorum 1699, 84).

This advertisement also gives a sense of how print could shade into manuscript in the preparation of auction catalogues and how the auction process itself could shade into more traditional bookselling. 
	Symson and Knox's advertisement brings to the fore the nature of the books sold, in this case "other rare Books".  An analysis of a representative sample consisting of four of the seventeen catalogues, three general sales (nos. 4, 13, and 16) and one individual library (no. 5), helps to quantify this sense of rarity, at least insofar as that can be mapped against age.  Of the 3,622 lots contained in the sample, 3,293 included dates of printing and these could be broken down as follows:


Figure two.  Dates of publication of books auctioned

While books published in the past ten to twenty years were certainly present, the majority of books sold dated from earlier in the seventeenth century, with a notable tail of 420 volumes published in the latter half of the sixteenth century and 115 published in the earlier half.  Only two incunables appeared in the entire sample, both in catalogue no. 13, which was unusually skewed towards early editions.[footnoteRef:5] In other words, while very early books were largely absent, the auction market was heavily dominated by books a generation or more old, at least some of which might well be deserving of the adjective "rare".	Comment by Marshall, Joseph: Nothing pre 1500 in the table above	Comment by Daryl Green: There's a tiny blue line, I suggest the scale of the table be altered to show this in slightly clearer detail [5:  They were lots 123 ("Val: Maximus cum Comment. Venetiis 1493") and 150 ("Hugonis Card. Postilla super Psalterium 1498").  There were two Venetian editions of Valerius Maximus printed in 1493, ISTC iv00041000 and iv00040000.  The second lot is evidently the 1498 Nürnberg edition of Hugo de Sancto Caro's Postilla super psalterium (ISTC ih00531000).] 

	A distinction should be made, however, between the ordinary, apparently miscellaneous auctions which seem to have been the bread and butter of the Edinburgh auction scene and the two major library dispersals of the period: that of the Balfour brothers between 1695 and 1699 (nos. 8, 11, and 12) and the partial sale of the Sibbald library in 1707 (no. 17).  These were major scholarly libraries formed respectively by the antiquary Sir James Balfour (1600-1657), his brother, the botanist Andrew Balfour (1630-1694), and the polymath Sir Robert Sibbald (1641-1722).  The books contained in them overall seem to have been significantly larger, older, rarer, and more diverse in nature than the average, and in sheer numbers - 6,658 for the three Balfour sales and 1,406 for the Sibbald sale - they almost overwhelm what we can recover of the ordinary auction trade (it is unsurprising that they are also the catalogues which survive in multiple copies; their unsual and important character was likely recognised by contemporaries).
	In this context the Sibbald sale is of particular interest as the first Scottish auction which explicitly concerns itself with the physical characteristics of the books sold.  A list of abbreviations is given at the beginning of the catalogue which includes abbreviations for bindings in calf, vellum, and paper (as well as unbound items), indications of whether the binding was gilded fully, partly or only on the spine, whether the leaves were gilt, and whether the item was printed on "Charta Regia", i.e., large paper.  Collectively these make up the nexus of what made a physical book more or less valuable to collectors in the early eighteenth century and their adoption here is significant not only for indicating the desirable nature of Sibbald's library, but also for implying the existence of a buying public for whom such distinctions carried weight (for books as collectible physical artefacts in this period and the specialised terminology which went with their sale see McKitterick 2018, chaps. 5-6, esp. 90, 96-97).
	While the Balfour and Sibbald libraries were predictably oriented towards works published in continental centres of learning, what was the geographical spread of the ordinary auction market?  Using the same representative sample discussed above, the following publishing landscape can be seen with consistency across all of the catalogues examined:


Figure three.  Places of publication of books auctioned

English imprints - effectively London, with small contributions from the university towns - constituted almost half of the books sold, which should come as no surprise in the era immediately before the Act of Union.  More surprising, however, is the remarkably small number of Scottish imprints present.  Even allowing for the comparatively small size of the Scottish printing trade, this suggests that the auction market was strongly biased towards foreign imports, whether from England or further afield.
	The 51% of books published furth of the British Isles offer both confirmations of well-established hypotheses of cultural allegiance and challenges to those same hypotheses.  Scotland's close intellectual relationship with the Dutch Republic - manifested in another form by the steady stream of Scottish students attending the universities there - is confirmed by the strong Dutch element in the auction corpus (cf. Mijers 2012).  Likewise, it is well-known that Scotland's ties with France remained strong long after the Reformation (Talbott 2014; Jackson Williams 2020).  More surprising are the substantial quantities of books published in the Holy Roman Empire and in the Swiss Confederacy, which suggest the need to rethink Scotland's intellectual links with the German Lands in this period.	Comment by Daryl Green: Vocab - outwith?	Comment by Kelsey Williams: "Furth" is good Scots, but happy to change it to "outwith" if you think that would be less rebarbative.
	By contrast, far northern, southern and eastern Europe are almost entirely absent.  The prolific printing centres on the Italian peninsula account for only 2% of the total corpus, only two Spanish books were seen in the sample, and similarly minuscule numbers of Danish (3), Polish-Lithuanian (2), and Swedish (1) imprints.  To some extent this is representative of overall quantities of printed material in circulation, but there is still enough of an imbalance present to clearly place Scotland within a nexus of book circulation which centred around the Protestant German states, the Dutch Republic, and the Swiss Confederacy, with Catholic France an outlier present in large part due to older cultural ties.  In the book trade, as elsewhere, confession as well as, or more than, geographical proximity played a key role in what texts circulated where.
	The period from the earliest known Scottish book auction in 1686 onwards is the first moment in Scottish book history in which we can recover detailed statistical information on what the trade looked like and how it operated.  The picture which emerges from this preliminary study of the Scottish auction market suggests a substantial, highly international stock of older books which were regularly offered up for sale by a core group of auctioneers, mostly Episcopal ministers turned to bookselling in the wake of the Revolution of 1688.  The full implications of this market, its actors, and what it can tell us about Scottish book history remain to be explored.
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